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llm: This is Jim Deeter interviewing Elsie Tredway, longtime 
rrecrber 1st Baptist Church in Ceredo. And this interview is in 
partial uh, fulfillrrent for requirements for History 580, the 
Hjstory of Ceredo. And Elsie has been in the church for many 
years and has consented to talk to me about the church. And uh, 
so we're going to be discussing the 1st Baptist Church in Ceredo 
with her on July the 24th, 1984, in her apartment in Ceredo. And 
uh, we're going to begin by just asking you Elsie, if you would, 
just share with us some of your personal uh, background, where you 
grew up, where you went to school, how you became to be a rrember 
of 1st Baptist Ceredo, how about your own family, just tell us 
about yourself. 
Elsie: Well, I was born in Ceredo and reared here. My 
grandfather was one of the first ministers of our church. In 
fact, he was instrumental in getting the church founded. (his 
name was •• • ?) Uh, A. W. Ball. (go ahead) Uh, so I just grew up 
in the church and uh, I was saved when I was 19 years old. 
And ••• I've just always gone there. 
lli: When did you ••• you were, you'd gone there all your life and 
you were 19 when you were (saved), converted (mmm-hmm), and you've 
been going there every since. And that was ••• what year was that 
in? I don't want to ask you to tell rre your age, but •••• 
Elsie: Well, I'm 80 and uh, I was born in 19 and 04, 19 would 
have been 19 and 20 •••• (well, you were born in 1904, and you were 
almost 20 so it would have been 1923, yeah, something like that). 
J.i.m: Had you gone to the church before 1923? (yes) You'd gone to 
church there. Spent most of your time probably at the church at 
that time. (right) What about your family? 
Elsie: Uh, ~ father died before almost, well, I was 18 months 
old when he died ( rrmmh) • Uh, ~ mother was left without, with 3 
kids with no means of support. So uh, she took her insurance 
money that she got when he was killed and uh, started a grocery 
store. And uh, she operated a grocery store uh, and I grew up in 
a grocery store. And uh, she ran it until just a short while 
before she died, and she died in 1975. (she ran a grocery store 
all those years?) All those years. 
J.i.m: And when did she start the grocery store uh, in ••• 
Elsie: Well, it was soon after ~ father .... ~ father was killed 
on the job, the N & W Railroad and uh, it was shortly after that. 
(would have been uh, ••• ) it was 2 months before~ sister was 
born. (1906, 1908) 1906. My sister was born in 1906, and it was 
shortly after that ( mmm-hmm). I'd say 1907 and 1908. ( mmm-hmm) 
And uh, uh, that was the ••• we went to school here in Ceredo. 
iLi..rn: Your whole life's been in Ceredo. 
Elsie: My whole life has been here. 
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J:im: You grew up in the grocery store and the 1st Baptist 
Church.\ 
laughter 
fillli.: Right. Sounds like we didn't even have a home but we 
did. We did, we had a home. 
J:im: I I m sure you did. You probably lived up above the store, 
didn't you? 
Elsie: No (no? somebody did) No, we had a house. (well, that's 
good) Close to the store. ( yeah, hCM nany brothers and sisters 
did you have?) I had one brother, who died in 19 and 
77 ••• (mmm-hmm, just one brother is all you had?) One brother and 
I had one sister. And she died two years ago. 
J:im: So you're the only survivor then? 
Elsie: I'm the only one. 
J.im: Now, do you have children or grandchildren? 
Elsie: I have one son ( nmn-hmm) • 
J:im: You uh, grew up in the church, did you meet your husband in 
the church? Or ••• 
Elsie: Well, he lived down the street from ire and uh, he didn I t 
go to church at that time. But uh, he did join the church ( you 
met him and ••• ) we had 3 9 years together. ( mmmh) 
Jim: And did he go to church at 1st Baptist? 
Elsie: Oh, yes. 
Jim: Most of that time. (oh, yes) Very good. 
Elsie: He was as much a baptist as I was. (laughter) 
Jim: Once a baptist, always a baptist. (right) Uh, what about 
your education? You went to school in Ceredo. Did you do 
anything •••• did you teach or •••• 
Elsie: Well uh, after I was married I uh, went to business school 
and uh, went to work. I worked out at the Veteran's Hospital 
(mmmh) four years as uh, payroll clerk. And uh, uh, then I 
transferred to the Corps of Engineers in Huntington, and I stayed 
there 'til I retired in 1965. (mnmh) 
Jim: So you were there ••• hCM nany years? ( I was there 18 years) 
18 years. 
Elsie: And uh, at the Veteran's Administration 4 years. 
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lli: Mmmh. So in your long membership in 1st Baptist Church, 
let's see, you joined the church officially in 1923 (right) , so 
you've been there uh, 60 years (right) plus the time before you 
were actually an official crember, so uh, 60 plus really, you've 
been there. And you've seen a lot of things happen and a lot of 
people come and go, I'm sure. (oh, yes) And as I said, I'm not 
real uh, interested, I'm interested but I don't have the time to 
discuss all of the details but one thing I want to ask you is Dr. 
B. R. Laken, or I call him Dr. Laken but Bascomb Laken I guess -is 
who you remember. a: was pastor of that church for a brief time. 
~: Uh, yes he was. (you remember him?) Yes I do. And uh, 
he has uh, a sister in, he has a brother-in-law living here in the 
manor (oh, really? interesting) Uh, 
Jim: Well, I knew him and his wife pretty well. Acquaintances, 
good friends of mine. 
Elsie: (inaudible) •••• 
lli: Well, he called her Momiey-Bob. ( yeah) And that's hoo I. .• l 
just called her Ms. Laken and of course, he called her Momiey-Bob. 
But he was a good friend, and I knew you probably knew of him 
because •••• 
Elsie: He's been here, he was here since we moved into this 
building (oh, really?) yes. 
J.iffi: He just died you knoo this spring, I think in March, or 
somewhere along in there. (rnrnh) Uh, the last 60 years plus in 
1st Baptist in Ceredo, uh, what types of things stick out of your 
mind the most about the church? Anything at all that you •••• ? 
Elsie: Well, our church like every other church has had it's ups 
and downs. Uh, but the thing that uh, sticks out with me is that 
we have had times when we didn't knoo whether we was gonna keep 
the church open or not. Uh, but the church always came back. 
(rnrnh) Uh, it didn't make any difference what happened, the church 
always, the people stuck together, they prayed for each other and 
they loved each other. 
Jim: Mmrnh. Do you think that's ••• would that be a reason why the 
church always came back and was always strong, the people just 
loved each other and ••• ? 
Elsie: I believe it is. Uh, I feel that there's more love in 
that church than any other church in the whole country. 
Jim: Well, there has to be, has to be. Uh, any of the pastors in 
the last 60 years that you can remember, that stick out in your 
mind? 
Elsie: All of 'em, really. (yeah) Reverend Kessee, •••• 
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lli: Yeah, he was ••• Kessee was here in the church from ( '62 to 
166) 162 to 1 66. What do you remember about him? 
Elsie: He was a young fellow when he came. Uh, he was a stickler 
for the Bible. (mmmh, what do you mean by stickler?) I mean he 
really preached the gospel. (mm) Uh, I hate to say this, but 
Reverend Alan Harrod, (I've heard of him), was~ pick of all the 
preachers. (oh, really?) 
Jim: Any particular reason uh •••• 
fil..lli: Well, he was young and he was inexperienced and he made a 
lot of mistakes, but I loved that guy. (now he was here) ••• I 
correspond with him (laughter) 
ili.m: Do you? Well, great. Be was here from 1 66 to •••• ( 1 68), 
1 68, okay. And anything particular about him, that made it, well, 
you said you had a special fondness for him, still have an 
affection for him. (yes) Any particular reason for that? 
Elsie: No, I just liked the guy (just liked the guy, okay) 
( laughter) • 
lli: And uh, then there was after Harrod was Bob Davis (Bob 
Davis), what about him? Anything in particular that you remember 
or that you ••• ? 
Elsie: Well, he, he was a good preacher and I 
had a lot of physical problems (mnm-hmm). But 
kept him from doing what he should have done. 
too long 
liked him, but he 
uh, I think they 
And he didn't last 
Jim: And then Hubert Six came a.Lu111j, 1 v .... .:1e::::e ~onna say something 
about Bob Davis. 
Elsie: No. Uh, Hubert Six uh, I retired in 1965, and I promised 
~self I'd never go to ••• back to another office, but Hubert's 
secretary died and I took her job. (oh) And I worked until uh, 
mmmh, let me see, uh ••• after they had started working on the manor 
here, it was in 1979 that I worked for him. 
Jim: So you worked uh, •••• 
Elsie: I was really closer to him than anything other minister we 
had. Uh, because of the association in the office. (surely, 
surely)-
Jim: Uh, let me just talk to you a minute or have you share with 
me uh, as we discuss the church itself, uh, you mentioned that the 
church has always been a loving church, a fellow ••• a lot of 
fellowship and a lot of closeness in the church. As it always 
been the case, say in the last 20, 25 years? 
Elsie: Uh, yes, I think so. 
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lli: Do you think that's a strong uh, reason I asked you this 
before, but uh, do you think that's a reason the church is grc,...,ing 
the way it is nc,...,? Because of the strong fellCMship and the love 
that you all sh CM each other, and other people as they come in? 
Is that irrportant? 
Elsie: That's one reason but another reason is uh, the reason 
it's grc,...,ing nc,...,, more than it's ever has, is because we have a 
pastor nc,..., who is nCM bent on soul saving. ( I see) Than any of 
the other pastor's have been. (mmm-hmm, he's more evangelistic) 
More evangelistic. And uh, then uh, he is uh, very energetic and 
he expects everybody else to be. And uh, uh, he has people 
visiting who has never visited before. And uh, he's just on the 
go all the time, himself. And he expects everybody else to be. 
( IMilllffih) 
lli: In the last uh, 20 years or so in the church, uh, hCM has 
the church changed? Have you seen great changes in the church or 
has it been •••• (not really) •••• just been •••• 
Elsie: I feel like our 
be preached. ( mmm-hmm) 
you're not gonna change 
about it. 
church has always insisted that the Bible 
And if you have the word of God preached, 
much ( cmrhmm) Well, that's the way I feel 
llm: You say you're not gonna have any changes, you mean, you 
irean big fluctuations and (right), and ideas and methods and so 
forth (right). Uh, hCM about the uh, let's talk a little bit 
about the pastors. Just get specific about the pastors. (okay) 
NCM, what do you remember specifically about Kessee, in his early, 
'62 to '66 uh, things that stick out in your mind about him. Just 
talk about Phil Kessee, h0v.1 you met him and what he did while he 
was here. As you remember it. 
Elsie: Well, he was a good pastor. And he was a good preacher. 
Uh, he didn't care two cents for the conventions and he thought we 
should be independent. Because his father was independent. Uh, 
and he did a lot for the church. But he didn't like the idea, we 
were an American Baptist at that time. And he didn't like it at 
a 11. ( rrrom-hnmm) 
Jim: What do you ••• what •••• what about him, those are the things 
that stick out in your mind, that he just didn't like the 
convention, is that was •••• ? 
Elsie: Well, he •• he was a good preacher and a good pastor. But I 
don't kn0v.1 what else to say about him. 
Jim: Uh, ( I liked him) yeah, uh, anything that. •• did the church 
do anything unusual while he was here or just (no), kind of the 
same, no change. 
Elsie: NCM wait a minute. We did build the, the big educational 
building on the back of the church. (while he was here?) While 
he was here. 
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J.im: Was he influential in getting that done? 
filfil: Yes, he was. 
J.im: Okay, so he kind of led the church to do some expanding? 
filfil.g : Yes. 
J.im: But our congregation had grown after he came Lmtil we didn't 
have room for the ~ople. ( is that right?) And it has expanded, 
this pastor now 'til we don't have room for the ~ople. So we 
have to build a new church. 
lli: What happened in between though, the other time, from '62 to 
now Dr. Armstrong's beginning in '82, you said •••• 
Elsie: Well, it was like all the rest of the churches, I think. 
Uh, we uh, when a new pastor comes in you ••• all the p:ople come 
out to hear him and then as Dr. Armstrong says, the honeyiroon's 
over after about a year, and -they know what it's all about so they 
stay home then (laughter). (do you think ••• ) Don't you find the 
same in your church? 
Jim: Yes, yes. Yes, it's true. It's uh, a new guy, new things 
are exciting and then things kind of wear off. 
Elsie: Dr. Armstrong's 
congregation has fallen 
was up. ( mmm-hmm) Uh, 
pastor rather than God. 
been gone for six weeks and uh, our 
off, and uh, last Sunday he was back; it 
sometimes I think ~ople worship the 
(that's true) Some ~ople do. 
ilim: Are these ••• any of these men that we've talked about the 
last six pastors, or five, Kessee, Harrod, Davis, Six or 
Armstrong, uh, do you think that was true in all their cases or ••• 
Elsie: No, when Harrod took us into the Southern Baptist 
Convention ( mmrrrhmm), and I'm glad he did. (you' re glad he did?) 
So uh, Bob Davis and Hubert Six were both Southern Baptist 
ministers, (- mmrrrhmm) • 
Jim: So you think a lot of ~ople attend church just because of 
the pastor? (yes, I do) Because he's ••• what? 
Elsie: Well, he's uh, dynamic for one thing, and then uh, at 
first they come out through curiosity, see what he's like. (mmh) 
fu: And then uh, after a.vhile the newness wears off. 
Elsie: They get tired, the newness wears off and they get tired. 
Stay home. ( mmrrrhnmllL 
Jim: What about Harrod? What can you remember about him? Just 
talk about him when you know, you first met him, your irrpression 
of him and so forth. 
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fil..ill: Well, he was, I felt like he was a very strong person 
( CMlm-hmm). I felt like he was very sincere. And uh, I just liked 
the guy. (oh, he was the one you liked, okay) (laughter) 
Jim: You just liked him, okay. Uh, what about Bob Davis? What 
do you remember about him? What sticks out in your mind about 
him, if anything? 
~: Well, he had too many physical problems. (he had a lot of 
physical problems?) He was a good preacher. (yeah, yeah) But he 
was sick all the time. (laughter) 
J.im: How would you rate these men we've talked about so far, as 
leaders? Uh, would you call them good, fair ••• 
Elsie: Phil Kessee was the best leader. 
Jim: Phil Kessee was the best leader. 
Elsie: And then Allan Harrod ( mmrrrhmm). Now Hubert Six was not a 
good leader. (why do you say that?) He was too interested in 
other things. (laughter) 
Jim: Like give me a for instance. 
Elsie: The Fire Department and the paramedics and ••• and uh, 
.ilim: You think ••• you think that's iaportant that if a man's gonna 
be a good leader, especially a pastor, he's got to have his, all 
of his interest in that church, is that what you're saying? He 
shouldn't have any outside interests at all? 
Elsie: No, I'm not saying that. (but you can get ••• ) You can get 
too wound up. Now he did. He got too wound up in this. Uh ••• 
li.m: Tell rre about it. I mean, what you know about it. 
Elsie: Well, he first joined the Fire Department, and uh, he was 
in there I guess about a year, he decided he wanted to be a 
paramedic so he takes off, goes to Huntington, rents a motel room, 
uh, for 2 and 3 weeks at a time, just comes home on Sunday to 
preach his sermon and nobody knows where he was but his wife and 
me. He studied to be a paramedic. He wanted to make the best 
grade. And uh, uh, in 1973 he uh, went to WVU at Morgantown, was 
up there a month studying for this, another kind of work, I never 
did find out what it was, and his church work lacked ••• it just 
went to pot while he was up there. And he came home and uh, 
let's see, when did he leave, 19 and •••• (he left in '82) '82, 
right. But his sermons began to fall out, or fall off. He got up 
and preached sermons that we didn't know what he was talking about 
and uh, he was too wra:pped up in this uh, rredical thing that he 
was taking and uh, he left here and went to a hospital in Florida, 
he's working in a hospital now. 
fu: Is he ••• what's he do in the hospital now? 
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Elsie: I can't tell you what he is. 
lli: He's not a hospital chaplain, is he? I think someone said 
he was a hospital chaplain. (maybe he is) I don't know. So, 
Hubert Six then was, he was here 10 years and you were his 
secretary for 7 1cf those 10 years (yeah, right) and h<:M would you 
uh, rate him as a ••• you said he was not a good leader, because he 
had outside interests. 
Elsie: Right. And yet, he was instrumental in getting this 
building started. (mmmh) 
J.im: 'Any particular reason you can think of for that happening 
or ••• 
Elsie: Well, uh, yes, uh, he came in the off ice one day and he 
said you think we need a high rise in Ceredo? I said, oh, yes, 
I'd like to live in one. And uh, he uh, I don't know h<:M he 
worked it. I don't think he really had anything to do with it. 
Uh, but uh, after about 2 or 3 nonths he came in and said it had 
been approved so ! . . . every norning when he came to work I'd say, 
what about the high rise? I was living by £I¥self and uh, I was 
afraid, I didn't like it. So uh, he said, when it finally got 
started then, uh, but anyhoo, he was on the board and I was the 
secretary, and I typed the letters for him and it, the high rise 
soon started (mmrrr-hmm) and they got it built. 
lli: Was Hubert Six uh, involved in the community a lot? I mean, 
did he get involved with ••• you said he was in the fire department 
(yeah). Was he a man that was in a lot of organizations? (no, 
no) ~ just got interested in this paramedic thing. 
Elsie: He got interested in that and (his church work suffered 
because of that) •• •• right. 
lli: ! ... think that's what you told me. 
Elsie: Right. 
Jim: Let's talk ••• just tell ere a little bit about some of the 
people in the church that you knoo that have you know, been here 
for years uh ••• • some of them you knoo, name them, if you don't 
care and some things you knoo about them that you remember when 
they were kids and hON they grew up in the church in the last 20 
years and so forth. Some people stick out in your mind. 
Elsie: Well, there's a lot of crembers of our church that I can 
remember. And uh, some of them have had a great influence on me 
( mmmh) and uh, Mrs. Eggleston, Cleo Eggleston, she's a widoo and 
had a large family, yet she had been so faithful to our church. 
'And uh, oh, nost of the people I remember are gone ( rrmm-hmm). 
illm: What do you see as the • • • as a good church crember? Give me 
your thoughts on you knoo, church membership, what do you ••• how do 
you judge a person if they' re a good church crember. fb-1 would 
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you •••• just based on attendance or do you have some other 
criteria? 
Elsie: No, I think a good church member uh, is a person who reads 
their Bible, who gives a tithe to the church and who does not get 
offended if everything does not go their way, the way they want 
it. And I think a good church member is friendly and love the 
irembers, the other members of the church. ( rnmm-hmm) 
lli: Ho.v about the membership of 1st Baptist Church, is it uh, 
would you say it's average or above average? I'm talkin' about 
the type of people that you have, do you have people in your 
church who are •••• a lot of wealthy people or do you have 
med •..• you kno.v, middle class people? 
Elsie: No, we don't have any wealthy people in our church. 
( mmm-hmm) 
Jim: So it's just made up of working ••• 
Elsie: Working people. 
Jim: Has there been anything that's happened in the last 20- 25 
years uh, in the membership of the church that you can think of, 
that you can remember, big turnover in the membership or changes 
in the irembership in any way of the people? 
Elsie: Well uh, every time you get a new pastor, you're gonna 
have a certain amount of turnover (mmm-hmm), 'cause you're gonna 
draw new members, some of your regular members are not gonna like 
him, so they're gonna quit coming (rnmm-hmm). And uh, it happens 
in every church, ours included. (rnmm-hmm) 
lli: So every one of these pastors in the last 20 years uh, 
there have been changes (right) ••• any that stick out in your mind? 
Drastic changes ••• did any of these guys really shake up somebody 
and (no, no), a lot of people leave or whatever? 
Elsie: No. 
Jim: Ho.v about ••• go ahead .•• 
Elsie: I think the closest thing we had to it was when we went 
into the Southern Convention, when Reverend Harrod was there. 
(mmm-hmm) Uh, but we didn't really lose any members. There 
was ••• (tell me ho.v that came about?) Well, I really don't kno.v. 
Uh, we were dissatisfied with the American Convention, for one 
thing, they had joined the (inaudible) ••• rrove and Reverend Harrad 
didn't like it. And some of the members didn't like it, uh, but 
uh, he started the move then to pull out of the American and join 
the Southern. Well, we didn't really didn't know what the 
Southern was, and uh, I think the most of the members just really 
uh, voted to ••• to join· the Southern because he wanted us to. 
(rnmm-hmm) Uh, because I don't think we really knew what it's all 
about. But I'm glad we did. 
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J.im: Yeah, I knCM you told me that before. You ••• he was the one 
who really pushed to join the Southern Baptist Association ( yes) • 
And it ••• did it hai;,pen over a period of rocmths or years or did he 
happen real quick or ••• 
Elsie: Oh ••• no, it wasn't ooer a couple of oonths. (amm-hmm) 
Jim: Uh, anything uh, good happen because you joined the Southern 
Baptist Convention? I mean, other than the missions thing you 
told me about. 
Elsie: No, I think the church has gone on just like a church 
should. 
ilim: Why do you think 1st Baptist Church is there? What purpose 
does the church serve? I knCM it's a place where people go to 
meet and you knCM, you all go there and have fellc:Mship and hear 
good preaching and all of this, but any other reason you can think 
of why the church is there, why it exists? Let me ask you 
this ••• ! don't want to ask a lot of questions, but uh, why do you 
think the church was started in the beginning by your grandfather, 
who was one of the first ministers or the first minister? Why do 
you think the church was started in the first place? 
Elsie: 
preach. 
Well, I guess because he was the preacher and he wanted to 
( laughter) 
Jim: He wanted some place to preach so he started a church. 
Well, that's a good answer. That's as good as any. Is there any 
reason why the church has continued on all these years? You knCM, 
a lot of churches have come and gone. A lot of churches have you 
knCM, disappeared and ••• 
Elsie: Well, I think it was built on a firm foundation, and uh, 
it was built on the rock (laughs). 
Jim: Yeah, you can't get any better than that. 
Elsie: Right! 
fu: You think the church has been a blessing to the community, 
do you think it's been ••• 
Elsie: Yes, I do. 
fu: In what ways ••• can you think of some ways specifically? 
It's been ••• 
Elsie: Well, it ••• (pause) ••• especially the only way I can see. 
( laughs) 
Jim: Anything that they've done for the community that you can 
think of, that would make Ceredo a better place, other than the 
spiritual. I'm talking about more concrete things that ••• of 
course, I think that's concrete. 
- 10 -
Elsie: Isn't that what a church is supposed to do? (laughs) 
lli: Yeah, well, some people think a church may you know, 
has •• has a responsibility to the community to help the poor and 
minister to the sick and all that sort of thing. 
Elsie: Well, we do have benevolent fund and we've always had. 
(mmm-hmm) And uh, we've always given to the different things that 
goes on in the community. 
Jim: Do you all have a lot of, in the last 20 years, have you had 
a lot of fellowship type meetings, where you get together and have 
ice cream socials and you know, ireals and watermelon, that sort of 
thing? ( yeah) Tell ire about some of those, that make stick in 
your mind over the last 20, 25 years. Anything •••• do you know 
any ones that stick out in your mind, particularly? (no, not ••• ) 
Do you look forward to 'em? 
Elsie: Not now. I use to. But not now. ( laughs) 
lli: Well, you don't get around like you use to, so ••• 
Elsie: (inaudible) ••• and the dinners that we have here, I don't 
look forward to them. ( laughter) 
lli: I know what you mean now, ••••• 
END OF SIDE 1 
SIDE 2 
Elsie: •••• got a doll for Christmas, and when we was small, that 
was all you got for Christmas, is one doll. (laughs) (mmm-hmm) 
Well, we had a man in our church who was the overseer of the 
county poor farm in Wayne County and they had two little girls in 
that poor farm that didn't get a Christmas present. So he came 
over and asked if he could have our dolls to take to those two 
little girls. And my sister and I looked at our dolls and we 
loo 
ked at him (laughs) ••• so we ··••II¥ rrother said if you'll give 
you're dolls up to the little girls, I'll buy you tomorrow, I'll 
buy you a bigger and a better doll. So we gave him our dolls but 
we didn't have anything to play with on Christmas then. (mmmh) And 
you know, I never did like that man after that. (laughter) (he 
took your doll) He took my doll on Christmas. 
Jim: Ha.v old were you when that happened? 
Elsie: I was about six years old. And uh, uh, II¥ rrother bought 
us another doll the next day. (but you didn't have anything to 
play with on Christmas?) But we didn't have anything to play with 
on Christmas. I never did like that man. (that's interesting) 
Jim: Uh, over the last few years and you know, the last 20, 25 
years has your church been made up of rrostly older people (yes), 
or younger people or you say rrostly older people? 
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lli: .... (yes) ••• any reason that you can think of for that? 
filfil.g: No, not really. Uh, but it has gone from old to young and 
uh, we have a lot of young people in our church now. 
Jim: Is this •••• this ••• is this exciting to you? Do you like 
that idea? 
fil.fil&: Uh, yes, I do. 
ilim: Are the older people in the church still. •• are most of them 
happy that sorre younger folks are coming in? 
Elsie: They seem to be. ( rrmm--hmmn) 
Jim: They're not ••• they wouldn't be uh, feel like they're reing 
pushed aside or ••• 
Elsie: They don't seem to be. 
Jim: That's good, that's good. Uh, just kind of runnin' over 
some things that I wanted to maybe ask you about the leadership of 
the church, uh, hCM do you see the uh, leadership role of the 
pastor and the deacons. What do you see their jobs as being and 
hCM do you see them doing their jobs? Have any ideas? 
Elsie: Well, (clears throat) •••• not really. I think the preacher 
should be the leader. And uh, uh ••• the deacons should go along 
with him as much as possible (mrrurr-hmm). 
itim: Anything over the last 20, 25 years that we've talked about, 
have there been disagreements about that particular part of the 
church? 
Elsie: Well, if there has been, they've kept it quiet. ( mrrurr-hmm) 
Jim: So the church has, over the last few years has been pretty 
uh, calm, there hasn't been a lot of upheavals, or any upheavals 
or (no), or you know, people gettin' mad. 
Elsie: No. Uh, not that I know of. 
Jim: What do you uh, what do you hope well, let rre ask you this. 
If you look back over the ••• somebody shared with me last week uh, 
an incident that happened in your church some years ago, on uh, 
there was a play going on, you were putting on some kind of a 
performance, and some of the guys were playing different parts and 
one guy played Judas, one guy played uh, Pilot, they were brothers 
I think. The Billups boys, and they were joking about you know, 
one of them had to play Judas, one of 'em had to play Pilot, and 
the guy that played Jesus came up out _of the audience and walked 
up to 'em and kissed both of them on the cheek and told them that 
he forgave them both, I think, something like that. Do you 
remember that incidence particularly? (no) I found that to be a 
rather humorous incident. Do, can you think of any incidents that 
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happened over the last few years like that that stick out in your 
mind, things that people have done, pastors have done? 
Or ••• (mmm-hmm) nothing at all? What about uh, the pastor's that 
we've talked about, uh, were these men uh, humorous, did they like 
to tell a good story from the pulpit? Did they mix that in with 
their ••• their message or whatever? 
Elsie: Some of 'em did. Not very often, though. Phil Kessee was 
all business. (he was just business, unh?) He was all business. 
And uh, so was Alan Barrad when he got in the pulpit. (What about 
out of the pulpit?) Uh, he was still all business. Now Bob 
Davis, he was uh, he preached good but when he got out of the 
pulpit, he was a lot of fun. 
ili.m: Can you think of any incidents in Bob's ministry you know, 
that make you say that? 
Elsie: No uh ••• (that would make you say he's a lot of fun) ••• no, 
but uh, he was in my home so many times ( mmrrr-hmm) , I don't know 
why, but uh, he was. And uh, he was •••• he'd like to joke and cut 
up and ••• Six was all business. (mmrrr-hmm) He didn't joke, not 
even in the office or around any place. (laughter) He was too 
set on being a paramedic. 
ili.m: What about Dr. Armstrong? What kind of a man is he, 
personality wise? Is he all business, too, or does he ••• 
Elsie: No, he likes to joke when he gets out. 




Jim: How do you view that from a pastor? Do you think your 
pastor ought to be, just be himself, or had he better try to you 
know, be jovial or whatever? 
Elsie: Well uh, I think life would be dull without a little laugh 
now and then, and uh, I think uh, as far as the pulpit's 
concerned, they should be very serious (mmm-hmm). Outside they 
ought to be themselves. ( mmm-hmm) 
ili.m: Just be themselves. ( right) Mmrrr-hmm, uh, do you feel these 
pastors, I'm talkin' about Kessee, Harrod, David, Six and 
Armstrong, have uh, have contributed to the church? The times 
they were here? 
Elsie: Uh, yes, each in his own way has contributed much to the 
church. 
[ 
lli: So, they've all had a particular job to do here. (right) 
And they ••• (and I feel they did it well). Okay. Uh, how about 
the, in the history of the church in the last 20-25 years, the 
economics of the church, have you felt ••• have there ever been 
times in the church when you didn't know where your next dollar 
was coming from? You were really up against it, financially, and 







Uh, not since I've uh, had anything to do ••• uh, for 
years I was financial secretary and I got ••• took the money 
made up the deposits and put it in the bank (mmm-hmm) but 
I don I t think so. ( crrnm-hmm) 
lli: 'Any times uh, that you can think of where a great pile of 
money came in all of a sudden, kind of unexpected uh, any times 
like that? 
Elsie: Well, yes, since we have started the building fund there 
has been. (rnmm-hmm) Before that I don't think so. 
J.i.m: Why do think ••• 
Elsie: It seems to be a regular flow. (just constant) Yeah. 
J.im: 'Any particular reason for this ••• this big push that's on 
now for your building? 
Elsie: Yeah, we want a new building. 
Jim: Do you think that's why people are giving? Because they 
want a new building. 
Elsie: Yes! We want a new building. It's costing too much to 
keep the one up that we have. ( mmm-hmm) It I s been uh, the old 
part of the building has, the sanctuary, has been through two 
floods, uh, we've had termites and now we have wasps in the bell 
tower and we can't ••• we haven't ••• we've been fighting those things 
for the last 20 years. (rrmmh) 'And we can't get rid of 'em. 
We've had exterminators, we've had everything. But we still 
can't ••• ! think the wasps are gonna win! 
Jim: 
them! 
(Laughter) The wasps are gonna win out! 
That's uh ••• 
Turn it over to 
Elsie: 'And then the building's hard to heat in the winter time. 
It's so cold you can hardly stand it in the church. (mmmh) 'And 
uh, we just need a new building. (mmm-hmm) 
Jim: So the people are giving, wanting to get a new building. 
Elsie: Yeah! ( and the rroney' s coming in?) Yeah! 
Jim: Do you remember when that church was ••• that building was 
built? 
Elsie: Yes, I do. 
Jim: When was it built? 
Elsie: Not the •• not the original building, I don't remember that. 
(uh-huh) But I remember when it's been remodeled and rebuilt and 
remodeled. 
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li.m: But that I s the sa •••• that I s the same building you went to 
church in over there? (yes, it is) And you started prior to 
1923, (yeah), same building, except it's been remodeled and 
changed. (yeah) And it's been through two floods, you said, 
what, 1917 and 1937 (1913 and 1937). 1913 •• 
fil.fil.§.: And I can remember both of 'em. (oh, can you?) Yes, I 
can. 
llm: HON about that. What did the church do in the 1 37 flood 
that, I crean ••• 
~= We just ran! ( laughter) 
lli: I think it was what, six foot of water in that church? 
(yeah) In '37. 
Elsie: Mmm-hmm. We lost all of our records, everything, the 
water came so fast we couldn't get out fast enough. 
lli: That was quite a thing, I remember several people talk about 
the flood of '37 and it could be a real, could ••• ! wasn't even 
alive then, but I knON it was probably a tragedy for you, you lost 
a lot of your records and the church was probably had a lot of 
damage done to it. What about the rrethods of the church uh, over 
the last 20, 25 years, has there been any changes in the methods? 
HON you do things, has that pretty rruch stayed the same or ••• 
Elsie: Yes, it has. 
lli: Have any of these pastors tried to, well, you said Pastor 
Harrod is the one who led you out of the Acrerican Baptist 
Convention into the Southern Baptist Convention. That's a big 
change, that's quite a change. (yeah) Uh, do you feel that 
without his leadership that probably would have never happened? 
Elsie: Yeah, I feel that way. We never would have gone into the 
Southern •••• (you'd just stayed the American Baptist?) Uh-huh. 
li.m: And he felt, you say the majority of the church was for the 
change or •••• ? 
Elsie: Oh, yes. It had to be or we never could have done it. 
( mmm-hmm) 
Jim: Well, anything else you can think of? And ••• 
Elsie: No, I think we've pretty well covered it. 
li.rn: •.• the history of the church that you'd like to share, I'd 
be happy to listen, about anything at all about the church, that 
you can remember in the last few years. We've talked about uh, 
Brother Kessee, and Harrod and Davis, and uh, Hubert Six and uh, 
of course, Pastor Armstrong, who's your present pastor. And uh, 
you feel that all of them had a job to do and each of them did it 
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in his own way, to quote your words. (right) And uh, the 
membership has stayed pretty nuch the same (yes), you haven't had 
any real big changes. I bet you've seen a lot of kids come and go 
in that church, grow up. (yeah, I sure have) Any of 'em that you 
can think of that uh, has gone on to bigger and better things that 
went through your church? Can you think of any, you know, any of 
'em that came, that became not famous, but well-known 
or ••• influential people in the community or the state? 
Elsie: Well uh •••• not really. Uh, we ••• we've had several doctors 
come out of our church, we have one there now, Dr. Julia Adkins, 
and uh, Dr. Hatcher Purdue and my son's a doctor •••• we've had 
several doctors come out but uh, I don't think we've had any 
ministers. (mmm-hmm) And yet I feel like we've had two. But I 
can't remember their names. ( mmrrrhmm) 
lli: What would you say ••• do you think that's good or bad, that 
you haven't had any ministers, that you can remember at least, 
that come out of the church? 
Elsie: Well, I don't know. 
fu: Some people feel like if people are called to minister out 
of a church, it's kind of a good sign that the church is you 
know •••• (not really) ••• preaching' the word or whatever, you don't 
feel that way? 
Elsie: uh-huh. 
lli: You all have any good revival services in the last 20 years, 
any preachers that stick in your mind that have come to preach for 
you you know, for a week or so? 
Elsie: No, but uh, we had a good Bible study. We've had several 
good Bible studies lately. And we're having a revival uh, 
beginning Sunday I believe it is. Uh, I stick my bulletin down 
here and then I lose it. But we're -having a revival beginning 
Sunday, and there's a man from uh, ( I think I saw the flyer at the 
church), well, he's coming to uh, I've never heard him but uh, 
he ••• he'll be here to preach for us. (mrrurrhmm) 
Jim: As you look at that picture on the front of that bulletin 
right there, do you remember when that picture was taken? 
Elsie: No, not really. 
Jim: I think Dr. Laken was the pastor then, when that picture was 
taken. I just thought it might bring back some old memories or 
something. 
Elsie: Uh, when I was uh, in, after I retired, I started working 
with the young people, and uh, I went to camp with them every 
summer, went to two camps every year for ten years. uh, 19 years, 
7 years. Uh, I took a ·group to North Carolina to uh, our Baptist 
Assembly, and then I took another group to uh, camp Virgil Tate, I 
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guess you knON where that is? ( uh-huh) And uh, I think it's the 
most rewarding work I've ever done. (IIVIlh) I like to work with 
the young people. And that's the one thing I resent about getting 
old. I can't work with the little kids any more. (laughs) 
Jim: You worked with them for about seven years? 
Elsie: Yes uh, until I retired in 1965. And in '73 I had an 
illness, lost~ leg so I haven't been to do anything since then. 
Jim: mmm-hmm. Well, you said that working with kids was 
rewarding. In what ways do you ••• think it was rewarding? 
Elsie: Well, I guess it's just the love of the 
( mmm-hmm) Uh, I've always loved children. And 
that I could take them and uh, to a church camp 
the whole week, it was, to me it was very good. 
kids for me. 
uh, the very fact 
and work with them 
( mmm-hmm) 
Jim: Are any of the kids you worked with at church camp still in 
the church? 
Elsie: Oh, yes, they're all there. 
Jim: And do they ever come up to you and remind you of the 
time •••• (they sure do). (laughter) 
Elsie: They sure do. They nicknamed me "Elsiecat" (Elsiecat), 
and I can hear Elsiecat every time I go to church. 
Jim: Hoo did you get that nickname? 
Elsie: I don't knoo. 
Jim: Just got it? I suppose some of those kids ••• 
Elsie: Oh, I do knON, too, they said I was like a cat prCJ.vling 
around all night. 
Jim: Oh .•• were you ••• 
Elsie: First year after I quit work, I taught in Bible School, I 
had 25 kids and had one little boy that wouldn't shut up. a: 
talked constantly. So, I called the boys out, one by one, and 
talked to them and I called this little boy out, I said, his name 
was Charley, I said Charley, what do you want to do when you get 
big? He said, I wanta bed doctor. I said, what do you want to 
be a doctor for, he said, 'cause I want to help people. Well, I 
said, uh, are you gonna piay football when you get in high school? 
Oh, yes, he's gonna play football. I said, well uh, Charley, 
you've never been in church before and you can't play football 
unless you go to church and he said, what's going to church got to 
do with football? I sdid, well, ~ son plays football at WVU and 
his coach makes him go to church every Sunday morning. I said, 
noo I knCJ.v that's the truth 'cause I sat with that football group 
more times than one, and I said, now Charley, you've got to go to 
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church if you're gonna play football, but I said, uh, how could 
you stand by the side of a person, if you were a doctor, how could 
you stand beside of a person that you knew were dying and you 
couldn't tell 'em about Jesus? Well, he hung his head and he 
said, I don't know. Well, we finished our talk and went out. And 
you know, that kid didn't open his mouth for the whole Bible 
School. ( how about that?) (Laughter) 
(phone ringing in background - tape shuts off and on) 
Elsie: ••• Bible School was over and I didn't see that kid any 
more. And uh, about 4 years after that I took a group of girls 
down to uh, Carter Caves, I had 17 girls in the cabin uh, they 
were around 12 years old, and I had one little girl by the same 
name but I didn't connect the two. And uh, we was there a whole 
week and on the last day somebody came and gave me word that they 
wanted me in the dining room so I went to the dining room and this 
little boy's mother was there. She had come to pick up the little 
girl, and they were brother and sister. And she said, are you 
Elsie Tredway and I said, yes, she said, I want to thank you for 
what you did for Charley. And I said, well, what did I do for 
Charley? She said, well, you planted a seed there and he listened 
to you the first time and he came home every day and told me word 
for word what you said. I said, well, do you go to church? And 
she said, no, I don't. I said, does Charley go to church? No. I 
said, well, I think you better get back in church with your kids. 
Well, I didn't hear any more from that group until 19 and ••• that 
was 1965 now, until uh, 19 and 80, just before I moved over here . 
Uh, I lived over in Ceredo and the Orkin man came to spray cey 
house and he had the same name, last name, as this kid and I said, 
do you know Charley Caperton, and he said, yes, I'm his first 
cousin. And I said what haH;>ened to him? And he said, well, he 
joined the Pentecostal church and he is a deacon in a church down 
in Kentucky and he goes every week. (laughter) 
Jim: How about that? That's great. That's just great. 
Elsie: Now, I could tell you all kinds of tales like that. 
lli: That's the kind of stuff I'm really interested in. That's 
great. You know, the influence that you've had on other people, 
you know, and hCM you've •••• God has used you to influence that 
young man and others. Uh, I'm sure a lot of kids, you've had 
contact with have come and gone, maybe moved out of the area, are 
there any of 'em that ever write you or call you or come by and 
see you that you taught or ••• (yeah) ••• can you think of any of 'em 
in particular? 
Elsie: Well uh, I went in to a jewelry store in Kenova and it's 
been about 5 years ago, just before Mr. Capehart died, and uh, one 
of the clerks came around from behind the counter and put her arms 
around my neck and she· said, thank you for what you did for me, 
and I said, I didn't even recognize her, I said, what did I do? 
She said, you told me about Jesus, and uh, I looked at her and I 
didn't ••• still didn't recognize her. And I had to ask her her 
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name. And I said, do you still go to church? She said, oh, yes, 
I'm married now and I have three sons, one of 'em is in a 
seminary, he's gonna be a preacher, one is a Sunday school teacher 
and one is a choir director. (laughs) (boy oh, boy, that's 
great) 
.J.im: That's fantastic. She was one of your student's when you 
were teaching or you had taken her to camp or something? 
filfil.g: I took her to camp. 
illm: She was in that group that you •••• 
Elsie: No, I taught a Sunday school class about 15, 20 years, but 
I taught the uh, 50-59, 
Jim: But the kids you had contact with were when you took 'em to 
camp? ( rMllil-hmm) Isn't that great. Any of the rest of 'em that 
you can think of? Like that, where they've called you or came by 
and saw you or •••• 
Elsie: Oh, well, I have instances like that, quite often. 
( mmm-hmm) 
lli: People that you don't even recognize. 
Elsie: Those were outstanding people, yeah, those that I don't 
even recognize. I have to ask 'em their names. 
J.im: Ho.v many kids would you say in the last ••• in that period of 
time, from 1 65 to what, '72, that you worked with those kids at 
camp? (mmm-hmm) ftM many would you say went through camp or went 
to camp with you? Would you just guess ••• hazard a guess? 
Elsie: Well uh, I don't know. Probably a hundred, or a hundred 
and fifty. We rented a house in North Carolina one time and uh, 
let's see, we had a whole house full of kids. Uh, there's five 
boys, uh, I'm countin' by rooms now, (yeah), five, ten, fifteen, 
there must have been 30 young people, but 5 counselors. 
lli: Did the same kids go year after year? (uh-huh) To camp 
with you? Maybe some new ones now and then? Mmmh. Some of them 
still in church, the ones that went to camp? 
Elsie: Yes. 
fu: They're the ones that call you Elsiecat. (yeah) And you've 
probl ••• you say you've seen some of them grow up and have kids of 
their o.vn (yes), now they're probably working with kids maybe 
(yeah). Is that rewarding? Does that make you feel good? 
Elsie: Yes, it does. · 
ill.m: Sure, I'm sure it does. Do you see that as part of a 
function of the church, to do that to have an influence on people 
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like this lady that nON has three sons, that one went to seminary 
and so forth? You knON, you've had a hand in that. You •• you 
worked with her and demonstrated Christ to her in your avn way and 
through your looe and of course, that carried over. You feel like 
you had a part, even in those young men you haven't met? 
Elsie: That's right. (you see that ••• ) I probably won't ever 
aeet those people again. 
ill.m: But that's ••• isn't that part of the ministry of the First 
Baptist Church (yes, it is) the things you did with the kids in 
those years, the kids you had contact with, you influenced and I 
personally feel like that's part of the ministry, part of what 
it's all about. You knON. 
Elsie: Well, you knON, it is a ••• member's duty to minister the 
same as the pastor. (mnm-hmm) And I took that seriously, when 
they asked me to uh, uh, go with these young people. 
Jim: Were you all by yourself or were you just one of several 
counselors? I think you said there were •••• 
Elsie: Well, I had to engineer the whole thing (oh) even had a 
car wash and a pancake dinner to get the money to go. ( mmm-hmm) 
fu: And then you got other adults to go with you to help? 
Elsie: Yes. 
fu: And you all went dONn and spent a week in North Carolina (we 
went every year for several years). What did you do at those 
camps? 
Elsie: Well, they had a routine uh, we uh, had classes on just 
about everything, hON to be a Sunday school teacher and uh, we 
they had church from 11 to 12 every morning and uh, we ate in the 
cafeteria from 12 to 1 and we had classes all day long and church 
in from 11 to 12 and from 7:30 to 8:30. And uh, we didn't have a 
minute to spare (mmm-hmm). 
J..im: Did you enjoy those times down there? 
Elsie: I sure did. I heard a Dr. Dav ••• Dr. David King from 
Lebanon, that preached the whole week on the Beatitudes, and it 
was the best I've ever heard. And the church was packed uh, the 
church held 2,000 people, it was packed and they couldn't get all 
the people in the church, and he had to have extra sessions and he 
was so humble, he the last session, there was so many people there 
and he stood right in the middle of the room and he said, now I 
know hON Christ felt. (rcmnh) When he was in a group of people. 
ill.m: That's very interesting. I appreciate you sharing with us 
some of these things and uh, I want to thank you for your time. 
Uh, is there anything else uh, you can think of that you I d like to 
share about the church and it's past? Well, okay, I just want to 
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conclude by saying and this is for the tape, that is has been a 
discussion with Elsie Tredway, who is a long-time irember of 1st 
Baptist church in Ceredo and she's been sharing with us uh, just 
bits and pieces of her history of the, of the history of the 
church and uh, what she has seen and heard over the last 60 years 
plus at 1st Baptist church in Ceredo. And uh, this Jim Deeter, a 
graduate student in the history department and concluding a 
discussion with Elsie Tredway on July the 24th. 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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